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Learning is not attained by chance, it must be sought for with ardor and diligence. 
                ~Abigail Adams

English 12H
SYLLABUS


							       Tiffany Stansbury/B117
812-542-8504, extension 3043
http://mrsstansburyfchs.weebly.com/
tstansbury@nafcs.k12.in.us

Course Descriptions

English 12 Honors is an honors, college preparatory course designed to prepare students for the rigors of college in which students will study British and world literature while enhancing their writing, communication, and organization skills.

Material will be covered at an honors level, and work will be graded by an honors standard. Students and parents should expect a challenging, rigorous course that emphasizes critical thinking and detailed analysis in all writing, reading, and discussion. My primary job this year is to prepare you for college-level work.

Textbooks and Materials
Bring with you each day:
· Writer’s Notebook
· Binder
· Vocab book
· IR book
· Pen/Paper
· Any assignments


Elements of Literature, Holt, 2008				
Elements of Language, Holt, 2008	
Vocabulary Power Plus for the SAT 
Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe		
1984 by George Orwell				
Macbeth by William Shakespeare 
Dracula by Bram Stoker
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley
Beowulf
The Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer
“A Modest Proposal” by Jonathan Swift
			

In addition, students must purchase and organize a three-ring binder with tabs. Tabs should divide the binder into the following four sections: class notes, handouts, graded material (tests, quizzes, projects), and writing/essays. In the back of your binder, you should have a package of loose leaf paper.

No locker passes will be granted for missing materials or work, and no late assignments will be accepted.
Evaluation/Grading

English 12 Honors grading is on a points-total basis. Points are accumulated from tests, quizzes, assignments, essays, in-class discussions, and class projects. A comprehensive final exam worth 10% of the semester grade will be given at the end of the semester. Major tests, essays, and projects may be worth 100-500 points. Most essays and projects will be graded based on a rubric, although some in-class writing will be graded using a holistic approach. Major essays and projects are due on the date announced regardless of absences. No late assignments are accepted. Extra credit is generally not given in this course. Grades will be determined using the official Floyd Central High School grading scale:
	
	A+
	100-97%

	A 
	96.99-93%

	A-
	92.99-90%

	B+
	89.99-87%

	B 
	86.99-83%

	B-
	82.99-80%

	C+
	79.99-77%

	C 
	76.99-73%

	C-
	72.99-70%

	D+
	69.99- 67%

	D 
	66.99-63%

	D-
	62.99-60%

	F
	59.99- below
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Generally, “A” level work in English 12 honors includes assignments and writing that meet and exceed standards. The purpose here is to encourage you to work and think beyond simply meeting established criteria; push yourself to consider and offer new ideas and original thinking. 

Writer’s Workshop

Research shows that more writing produces better writing. Therefore, we will be writing as time allows every few weeks in a Writer’s Workshop forum. This is time to write…NOT work on other materials. Absolutely no passes will be given during these times. Some of this writing work will be led and directed by Mrs. Stansbury. Other times students will be given choice in what you write during your writing time. Much of this writing will initially be done in your Writer’s Notebook, although you may revise, share, and submit some of these pieces as Level 3 writing later on. Workshop will be limited in the first few weeks of school as we concentrate on the senior research paper, but will become more common as the year progresses.

Student Responsibilities

Regular daily attendance is a requirement for this class. Studies show that college students who regularly attend and actively participate in class perform far better than their peers who do not. Because we are operating as a collegiate class, there are some specific requirements regarding attendance, make-up work, and grades that you will want to note:
· Participation and discussion points will be awarded occasionally. Credit cannot be earned if you are absent from class. 
· Students should be present on exam days. If you must miss class due to absence, you should email Mrs. Stansbury that day to let her know you will miss the exam and to schedule a make-up time. Make-ups must be made up in accordance with school policy and after school only.
· If you sign in to school on exam days after your class period, you are expected to contact Mrs. Stansbury and take the make-up exam that day after school if you want to receive credit. 
· Make-up exams will be in a different format than the original.
· You are expected to take all exams regardless of absences if you were present in class when the exam date was announced unless you make prior arrangements with Mrs. Stansbury.
· Floyd Central attendance and tardy policies are followed. Students receiving over two tardies per nine weeks will be assigned detentions and/or SAL. 
· Grades are your responsibility. Students are encouraged to regularly check their grades in INOW. Always feel free to conference with Mrs. Stansbury regarding grade questions; do not wait until the last minute.
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All projects and essays are due on the date that I give you! If you are absent from school, whether it be due to a sickness, suspension, or ANY other reason, it is YOUR responsibility to make sure your work reaches me.  Email is your best option, if the assignment allows for it.  NO excuses (computer/printer problems, no one to bring it, forgot it at home, you were really ill) will be allowed.  You will always have advance notice of due dates, so there should be no reason for you not to turn in assignments.

Field trips-these are not an excuse either.  You know about these in advance, so plan accordingly.

All papers must be printed when you bring them to class.  Do not expect me to print things off for you.

The Value of Class Discussion and Participation

Insightful class discussion and regular attendance are essential for success in this class. Come to class prepared and ready to actively participate each day. Refrain from working on other assignments for other classes or attempting to sleep. Don’t waste your time trying to figure out what specific answers Mrs. Stansbury is looking for. And most importantly, listen to and consider new viewpoints and ideas while offering insightful, original remarks citing your text and research to support your own ideas.  Be respectful of others. The goals in quality discussions are to listen, participate in rational discourse, and think rather than simply argue or regurgitate facts. Quality discussion and regular attendance are requirements for this course and will impact your grade. No credit can be awarded for discussion if you are absent.

Senior Research Paper

The required senior research paper will be a historical investigation of some aspect of early British history. This will go along with the literature we are covering in the course. This major project will be completed in the first two nine-week grading periods. It will be the majority of your second nine-week grade. Please note: it will be impossible to pass this class without completing this research paper project; the paper alone is worth 500 points. 

Specific due dates will be provided in class. Each student will have to do a presentation on your topic in addition to writing the paper. Final paper is due___________________________. 




 


Contacting Mrs. Stansbury

I am available to conference most days before or after school.  Please see me at any time to set up an appointment. Additionally, you can contact Mrs. Stansbury via e-mail at tstansbury@nafcs.k12.in.us or through the school at 812-542-8504, extension 3043. Also, you can call or text questions to 812-267-4431.

Never hesitate to ask questions or seek help. Most problems can be solved by taking the time to communicate and talk with me. Open communication is essential in this course. I want each of you to succeed. 



Academic Integrity/Cheating 

Floyd Central High School will be using Turnitin.com to support the implementation of the academic integrity policy and to help improve students’ writing skills.  Teachers may require all or some student papers to be submitted through this anti-plagiarism service.  When students submit papers to Turnitin.com, the papers are compared with a large database of Internet and text sources to verify the originality of the students’ writingCheating:  
A student who is caught cheating (homework, test, changing a grade, stealing a test, etc.) could be subject to a punishment that would result in being removed permanently from class and will receive an “F” on his/her transcript.



Floyd Central Academic Integrity Policy
Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to:
·  copying, or allowing the copying of, graded or ungraded work
· collaborating with others beyond what the classroom teacher (authorized) allows
· gaining unauthorized prior knowledge of assessments or providing such knowledge to  others
· transmitting or receiving information related to the content of graded or ungraded work
· misrepresenting situations for academic gain, including as means to receive additional time to complete graded or ungraded work
· falsifying data or sources in graded or ungraded work
· altering a grade, whether on an individual assignment or in student records (gradebook)
· violating the rules of school-sponsored academic competitions or assignments
· plagiarism—the stealing or using of others’ words, original ideas, or work without crediting the original source.
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